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Leg islation Gategories
The following dides will survey pierces of state legislation,
organized by these main categpries

1. Pnoieciimplernentation

2. Areatlrg a taslrfore/oowrcil
3. Pilot program irnpternentation

4. Budget appropriartirxrs or creation of an olficial state lirnd

5. Grant rnoney atlocation

6. Local preFrence

7. ftkfrtional reimbr.rrsernents

8. Promdional event or program

9. Creating a <ltrectory or datarbase

1O. V\Hlness pollc,les

11. Resolutons

'r,tesili r igt*n ; i2ufiS i
. Grcqtegtte Vlfastsngrton Gruwn Frestr Fru0tand

Vegetable Grarfi Program
. Pennits schoct d[s$cts to dendop pofides artd

procedures b maximize pnrcfiases of lryastrir€fton
gnprrnfiood, ard b operate school garderc orfanns

C cn i-rei:ticlri. i2Oii$i
. Establishes a farm to sctrool poglrarn within the Dep[ dNgrir.iltre, in

coordnqtbn with the Deptof Ert.tcaton, to prorncte the sale of
Conrn{iongro$rn farm prodrts to scfiools

. lncludee requfrements that Hogran:
. Soticit COmec{qlt farrrers and facilitde procllrefirent
. Condfit otrbeacfi
. Anange for local, reg[onal and statervide evats

peparUnents :

. Indudes a ompetlive grarrt program

i"{ichigan. i?0SSi
. Calls liorthe coordfindion and devdopment of farm to scfiool

procurerncnt troo€ses and gocertrres for school food authorities

farm to school prosarn supported by Ste Departnents of
EdJcaton

is req.ired to establislr a farm to scfrqot pcrint

etrorB and disserninate informa$on
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State Legislation
o Especially in reent years, a wide range and

increasing number of states are passing
policies to support farm to school programs
and initiatives

o To date, over 70 pieces of legislation
supporting farm to school have passed in
more than 30 states*

o For a comprehensive list of these policies,

WwW : fa mtos cho ol . org/pp I i cj.e g .ph p

Estabfishes a state$ride farm to schoql program
and provides support fiom local govemment
agenc|es

. Often states cfioose State Departments of Agriculture or
Education to house the program

. Some require the program to hire a program director or

. Most indude guidance on what form the program should
take - suctr as establishing grant*nakirq progmms or
encouraging the revision of sctpol prrchasing policies



2.Task Force/ Gouncil

Establishes a task force, intra-agency council,
or working group to implement and assess farm
to sclrool programs

. Usually outlines a broad mission for the body - combating
childhood obesity, supporting rural economies, or a
combination of botl

. Usually requires the body to generate specific
Fcomrnendations or collect a certain set of data, often with
a deadline to,report to relbvant goremrnent agencbs

. Can specify s'hich stakeholders shouH be irduded

2.Task Force/ Council
ir::ltA" i2'lil7i
. Establbhes a fiarm to schod council made up of seven

rnembers frorn destnated grgt ps and as sebded by the.

prosram i| :**" tunding

i'.iainc; {?t0$i
. Directs the ntrnerqrs state agencies to establistr a rryort gfiollp,

consisting d varircus stakeholder groups
. Requires |he yuork groupto create a report Q fte Legishfrre wiBr

rccAn dions a!o{ hw to sffengtten Fann to Scfiool efforts
tf,i$rln ftb s{qte of Maine

Ceiii*rni*: (?0il5i
. Estabfisfres the Gatifornia Fresh Start Pilot Prognam
. Reimburses scfioots 10 cents for every brealdast otrerlng ar

addltional soving d ffufr and vegetables, en@uraging
ssqob to buy Califomi,a pod0ds wtien gomrnenralty
arailabb

. Reqriles sanp|ing of locail produce as a pat of nuffibn
educatim

!:1r-,',\I'f i'tTi{}ilt . i2'J';"}* i
. Dlreds a $ate rlorklng group to devebp a plcil progftiln to test

tre fesibifty,of cenhaliied $atervitle plrchasiu of milk and
meat fur school neds

Authori2es additional tunding to be set aside
or appropriated br f;arm to school progrcms
. Funding levels can be specified within a larger prcgram

implementation bill
. Sorne states have, as part of a larger state approprbtircns

legislation:reJated to agriculture (lA for example) or
education, funds appropriated for farm to school related
programs

. Some states set up a fund through which future funds can
be more easity directed to farm to school programs

ilcri liecticlri : i20ri5i
. Allocales $100,000 annually to encourage the sale of

Connectlafianwn food to scftools, restanrants, retailers,
and other insffit rcns and buslnegges in the state

ii:we " il'J'i7r
. Appropiates $80,000 for farm to schoct pfo$aTts wihin the

annual pflece of legislatkn that detgmhes funding for
agrkrrlhrre, natural resouroes, and environnrental protedion
purposes

i-;ieg*it i2'itsi
. Creates the Oregon Farm to Scfrool and Scftool Garden

Program, appropriates $95,(n0 fiom the General Fund for
lmplenentatbn



5. Grant Program

Authorizes grants for implementation of farm
to school programs

. Outlines projects or programs for b'hich grants or mini-
grants strouH be awarded

. Can stipulate the maximum amount ararded, or require
the grant recipient to identify matctring funds from another
source.

5. Grant Program

Veri-i:**i: i2***i
. Estabfishes a n$nipant plwran wih maxlrum arards of

$15,(m to help scfiools lncilease 0ref use of local fann foduds
and/orledr l@kns

WTE"1F:-*- E>-aL.-trletmont FEED

6. Local Prefierences

Encourages state organizations, agencies and
sctrools to use lrcal produce by allouring
purclrasing preferenes fu r state-produced
agrianltural products

Sorne raise the small purchases threshold
priag - the pbe urdersfilch purctrases
can be made without a bnrralcompetitive
bid process - making it easier for more
farmers to sell to scfrools & scfiool
districts

Offrers set a percentage cost preference
abbve the lorvest bid for locallygrorvn
producds

6. Local Preferences
Aiaskar . i7ui}'t
. Amends the Pnocurenrent Code to grant a 7tr6 mst

pr-eference br agiflfrund producfs havwted h the state -
rdrerttran to the hc6t blt

it'licnigan i2'i*tii
. Creates a sfiate larr exce$bn anouring schod disficts ild ofter

sqhoql entities to lrqlle nrcO nrcnasr:s oostlng less lhan
$100,(n0 wifurt fomal competiliF bitls

!'lti;iti*r"te' i:*ij i i
. EsfiaHa*res an odknal proqretqenl exceilion that b applhable

to Ute pur*ase d Montanapoducd bod products

A|lows scfrools to receive additional reimbursement
money for seruing local fgod in rneals. Only two
states have established such programs:

ta iif.-: r,.le i?rj',i5 i
. Reimburses scfiocils 10 cents for anery breakf;asil offerirg an

ddltional seruhg d fruit and uegefiaHes, encofagitg scftoots
to hry Calilomia prodraLs trrtnn coilnrnen*ilry available

',i'r?si'iingi*::. i].il i2C 1 *i
. The legislation creates an exha $qtt reimhrsernent for meab

with locallygown and unprocessed foods

Estabfishes a stateuride promotion program or
event that will prorpte local agriculture and fuods
to cfrildren



9. Directory or Database

Directs state agencies to establish a website or list
of participating schools and producers to facilitate
loql procurement

. Usualfy features farmers interested
in selting to scfrools, scfrools
interested in purcfiasing fiom
f;arms, or both

. tnctudes necessilry contact and
purc*rasing information, and often
hosted on the intemet for easy
a@ess

9. Directory or Database
u.:i''ginie i.iu{t;;
. Reguires the Cornmlssimer s1A$iqJ[ure and Consurner

Serrrices to esablistt and malntain a pblbwebsite that
facilitdes and promotes the rurchase d VA agrianltunal
produas by scfroob, universities, and other educational
hstiUtirns

r\j*i"il-; rJe r *itn.? ' i2**S :
. Esfiablishes Fann to $drool adminlsfidorhat tlauH develop and

rnahtaint4 a list dfarners hterested h sellmg farm produds to
scfrool systens

{0. Wellness Policy
Encourages farm to school efforts as part of a
broader wellness or food secunty polrcy

. States can use legislation to emphasize that farm to school
prognamming has tre potential to beneit the well-being of the
state as a whole

. Examples indude:
. Bamrir€ sofi fiink sdes (l 

= 
:,:-"':,'., .:l-''-1.'),

. Resiring scfrools to be he*d accountable to trekwdkress pdilies
(;lc:r':i)

. lncorporaling scfiool food is$es into larger legistation promding food
seqffity (i:t'.7i'.1 "' :;'' -: l;'; ; )

fur hfonndl*n nd exurryles m tpw b frffi^& t*n toscfioo, nrflIafiles ia sdrd r
sdpo, dFsfrcf ncfhess porrobq t4sil

11. Resolutions
Encourage or fgcornrnend farm to scfrool programs

or poficies across the state, in state departments,
or on the Federat level

. A nonbrinding, no-cost way to
express and build support for
farm to school initiatives

. Can urge or lecommeld state-
level ac*ion, or they can be used
to,enrdorse pieces of national
legislation

11. Ress-lutions
l"i Aiivili I . f,Tij'i ii i
. lJrgtes the Legbfature to support a famt to scfrool progran

and to implenrenl a stateuvirle poltcy.

iig.',x ii*lf i:i;r-;ii*. i.?*I*;
. El@urages scfiools and their fq_od seryice dilectors to Rrt more

emphasis on procuring bcal food and to search out h thef
bcales

r,nr.j i'iijf,i: t : i 2Cii.t )

. Urgles the United Slates Corgress to enad lhe proposed 'Famt to
Cafeterla Proieds Acf or s!fii|ar bgislation

Other Support
Topics not induded in prwious categories include:
. Investnent program,as part of a broader e@nomic

developnrent policy iverr-:-ici' : ;u'-it*' i

. Local food procurement goal-setting iiili: ri;;:.r :ir-lil*i

. Proiects focused on processing or distributi'on inftastructure
i- ivi'; rta n a : il il :-!, V* r'ii";.*r nt : ij'l7i

. ln@me tax credit ince.ntives ii'iiir-,cq: l>i*r'riJ ::iir:r



No€ost Legislative Options
The foflowing are some places to start wi$r farm to
school legislation il state resourses are tight:

. ResoMkrns

. Srppodlng LOcal Pneferences

. Task Foreert/thrkirg Group

. Promotimal evenUprcgnan

. Arthorizing agencies to seek firnds

. Su0lgestionq/Recorrnendations

TIMELINE
*'*i.* 

mcl|3o, HJM 34 i'ltX
Celffornla, SB 281

Cobndo, HB 1307
i'!i Connccfrctfr, PA 0$228

WeshlrgGon, HB 263T
l|cuYorlq N.Y. L*s,
Adide a
Scfi 16, subdhtlsion 5{

:JJ:1.
Connccfrcd, SB 589
Dclewar:, HR 74
ilcuncrdc,o, JHU 34
l_fcwYorlq S 6m4
Pannry{v*rle, HR 821

vry!1! srR 50

TIMELINE

Gcorglr, SB 44
llilnols, HB 78, HB 399() .::i, ..

Kcntrcklr, HB 484

lrarne, HP zac M(.'HB-??:tlo
llqltenl, HB 583 colofado' sB 1G081

sB 1027 Dcfarnrc, HF 203

vcrnrort HB 19, HB 313 9,1-B 18-0564

'ilfi-i;,-o"oo ffi1ff:;*3os-10
[$nob, SB 615
tlascechuscfitr, HB 4919
tlor$ Cryoilna, HB 1832

Vlrghh, HJR 95


